CHAPTER  IX
ST. STEPHEN'S AND THE TEMPLE
THE GENERAL ELECTION of 1892 reversed the decision
which the country had clearly given on the Union in 1886,
although the Nationalists and the Parnellites lost three seats
in Ireland to the Unionists. The Conservatives lost 48 seats,
the Liberal Unionists dropped from 78 to 47, and together
the Home Rule Liberals and Nationalists had a majority of
40. The decisive voice of Lord Randolph Churchill, who had
resigned the leadership of the Commons on a small matter of
economy, was already faltering, and the hand of a fatal
malady was already heavy upon him. Moreover, Mr. Glad-
stone, despite Home Rule, which had threatened to ruin
the Liberal Party and terminate his leadership, was once
more leader of the greatest party in the State, This was at
least a great tour de force of courage and vitality at his age.
Lord Salisbury, however, determined to face Parliament with
a Queen's speech, although it was obvious the Government
must go out on the debate on the Address. The office of
Solicitor-General for Ireland, which had fallen to Carson on
Balfour's recommendation, was clearly to be held by him on
very transitory tenure. A few days' debate on the Address,
and then he would be an, Irish Q^C., whose livelihood was in
Dublin, but who would constantly have to be in attendance
at Westminster to vote and to give advice to Arthur Balfour
in the vital Home Rule debates which were sure to
follow.
Perhaps he might be able to pick up some practice in
England ; he hardly thought so ; it would be better to remain
in Dublin, so far as he could, where his name had already
been made. He did not appreciate that, from the very full
reports which The Times had given to his Crimes Act cases,
his name was already widely known in England,